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Abstract

«Matmah al- Anfus Wa- Masrah al- Ta’annus fi Mulah Ahl al-
Andalus».

by

Abu Nasr al - Fath b. m. b.Ubaidallah b. Khagan al - Qaisi al - Ishbi-
li, gest, 529 - 1135.

This thesis includes a study of the life and works of al - Fath b.
Khagan, and an edited presentation of his anthological work «Mat-
mah al - Anfus....».

Thus, the thesis is devided into two major parts: -

I — The first part is devoted to ihe study of the life of the au-

thor and his works in general.
This is dived in to two chapters:
a)The first chapter is a discussion of the personal life and character
of al - Fath, and the different circumstances which contributed to
the formulation of his personality,

This chapter also deals with the education and intellectualife
of al - Fath: his teachers, the different cultural and intellectual
sources on which he drew, and the various factors which influ-
enced his personal intellectual character.
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The chapter cncludes with a brief account of his students
and the circumstances of his death.

b) The second chapter of the turst part of this thesis discusses, in
detail, the literature and writings of the author: both his prose
and poetry.

It appears that the author wrote many works, of which only
three works survived: two anthologies, a biography on one of
his teachers, al - Batalyawsi, and a maqama on the same
teacher.

The two forementioned anthologies are:-

Qala’id al-’igian and Matman Al - Anfus - the Iast being the
main subject of this thesis.

As for the first anthology i.e. al-Qala’id, mention is made in
this chapter to the time in which this anthology was written and com-
piled, its resources, contents, methodology, stylistic characteristics
and available versions.

The chapter concludes with an account of the literary position
which the author occupied among his contemporary writers, and an
assessment of his works, both in terms of content and style.

Il - The second part of this thesis which constitutes the main body of
the thesis, contains an account of Matmah al-Anfus: the time in
which it was written and compiled, the purpose of its writting, its
contents, and an assessment of its literary and anthological value.

It is shown that the book has been made in three versions:

large, medium, and small, but only the last of the three survived.

After that, there is a description of the different manuscripts of

al - Matmah which [ have nad access to,and thus have adopted for

the text whose edited presentation follows therafter.

Finally, the thesis consludes with the folowing: -
| - An appendix of the biographies which do not appear in the small

version of the text, but yet appe ar in other books of other writers
attributed to al - tath

2 - Indexes of biographies, names, places, tribes and verse rhymes
contained in Matmah al-Anfus.

Mohammad Ali Shawabkeh
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